ARTS

el CHD |'\1|.|.lr"\-|u. JH. Nh D2y

Bodks

fshesdlle Ba et

Heritigs Wisekend

it Sl

HE | yriar 0 2000

.I--l I-u.w- Ilu-'rl..umr'\-ﬂ u'u.un-'p'\-cu'-l-!lltru.rl i S o

T pbs o sprrd wepity (n Db bl ol Ty sl ] puprryseninl hﬂ“hﬂﬂ‘ﬁ”llﬂm“m wesd
i Chei Ty B D e, dead o el F 1'% 3 poiad judvding] 4 & bl kv oo il il od vl il (s o bl plssilng o,

LETTING GO

River District’s Gerard paints with passion — while dancing

By Paul Clark
and Barbara Blake
STAFF WRITESS

ASHEVILLE — Jonas Gerard
dances n he paints, and it's
ot just because of the music
that's playing while he's work-
i

§

What's dancing =o't his fee
o much 2 it iz his soul, he
believes, A long life of loving
and ]-c-ﬂ'mﬁ go has -np-:ned ki
:n:anlw: energy. he said in recen!
interviews in his studie in
Asheville’s River Arts Digtrict, a
space he's occupied since May,

"Here's the secret of this type
of painting,™ he said last month
as he finished the fourth of six

arge paintings he planned o
mmplﬂc that day. “Its tota
different from what they teac
in school. What they teach is

very minch about the resulis, the
me-w-lt:-un Where is the yel-
to go? How you paunt
jq' nﬁ: Ireess
'M.}r kind of Pmnhns has
nothing 1o do with that” the
Moroccan-born artist, now O,
said. “It has to do with what's
going onm, the process of letting
The carvas tells me what
ind of color on this side. The
carvas speaks to me, and 1 just
obey, 50 o speak,
*“The music hl:l.Pd-i a bbb A
good cup of coffee belps a lot. In
this case, 1t was VA Where did 1
put 87 Mever mind. [ probably
painted with it."

A long way

Gerard’s works are in the
collections of Woarld Bank,
Price Waterhouse, Raymond

James Financial, the University
af  Minnesota, Worldwide
Missan and the Florida
Department of State. Royal
Caribbean Cruize  Lines,
Sass00n Fashions and
Megnbank in Miami have com-
miztioresd hizs work, az have
private collectors in Paris,
Sandi Arabia and Dueiseldosf,
Crermany.

“It's az much of a pleasure to
talk absour Jomas as it is to talk to
ki or to leok at his art,” said
Caral Gough, co-owner of
Artizen Fine Arts Gallery in
Dallas, Texas, which zellz hiz
work. “Jonas may be the most
passionate artist we've ever
come across, and all of that
passion shows in his wark”

Please see PAINT an HE

THE ARTIST

Whoc Jonas Gerard, painter,
Home: Ashevilie's River Arls
District since May; 40 years in
Miami.

Medlum: Acrylics on camas,
Price: $50 forsmall digital
prints; up to S0, for g
nal paintsngs; sverage prica
52,000 ta 54,000,

Comtaet: Jonas Gerand Fine At
240 Chngman Awe., 333-4871,
wWiaw, | onasgerand. com.

WEB EXTRA

Visht CITZEN-TIM ES.com/ video
to 3o footags of Jonas Gemed
pairting in his studio,
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1N COUFLARS ) [ODUTLANE@CTIOEN [ ILS
From the first step ints the Jonas Gerard gallery, one’s senses ane happlly
assaulbed with a riod of eelor, texture and movement,

SPECILL TOTHE CITEEN TS

“Presence [s” by bonas Gerard, 48 by 48 inches, Mot for sale.
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ael T brillinkly codosnd Crakes) Hhe prtict. In that way, [rom by detailled portradis oo
s st @ e coukd thes painter hevames Lk a3 the bzt G-
preduse them, ke had had “There ere & bot of palners oul ehedecsnom
e there, bt theere ame very few There iz nothing ‘right”
] bed made a mame for gitin, about sy of Bwese” ho sid,
1 just got bovwdof the ~The artiet bs peally 4 vessel be the four s
same hing ™ ke sasdl " decided for thiz energy 10 come done that day, He often
80 brave, and look for another Bhnigh, 0% bt the purity of loeciics: Al e Sodors amed MR-
st e In cann, e mienks he's just O CREWES
Pour monste agn, he fvand — " aibecect 4 ansl thinks wromg, But
jast arvor the years, 50 that a ko™ then e sees theyre Fight. He
talns from bis deogher, Mirs, This = not sn artist who loockks at what he can do with it,
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