E “T'm very
. touched,
i and deeply

grateful,” says
Jonas  Gerard

when  asked
how he felt
about  being

honored as Southlake’s An in the
Square 2007 Artist of the Year.

Born in Casablanca in 1941, Jonas
is self tught aristic genius who will
bring his Mediterranean heritige with
hirn as he once again shows his wares
at Southlake's Art in the Square. Even
though Jonas thoroughly enoved his
time in Scuthlake last year, he knows
that 2007 is “going to be a great show!”

Working  predominantly  with
acrylics on canvas and digital giclees
from his Miarmi Beach studio, Jonas is
well represemted in public as well as
private  collections throughout  the
country. Most notably, his 197% historic
painting of the US Bicentenndal entitled
W the People” is on permanent dis-
play at the Smithsonian Institute,

His work brings o life the madiion
of abstract expressionism, Jonas Gerard
emerged fifty vears ago into the am
scene with work which has currently
evolved into 3 mesmerizing explosion
of color, contrast and movement, And
like the great contemporary Masiers,
such as Willem DeEooning,
Jackson  Pollock, Hans
Hoffman and Frine Kline,
Gerard has found his very
own style of abstraction
which is continuously grow-
ing and developing.

Gerard believes in the
art of true Expressionism. In
the past he has explored
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“The Ocean of Love Gannot Be Stoppad”

ciher styles, including representation-
al, figurative and pomraitere, but his
almiract work has held e over thme,
In all his exhibitions whether in
Chicago, Atlanta, DuC. or Sputhlake's
Art in the Square, one can feel the
strength  his  paimings evoke, His
splashes of color, whether painted or
thrown on, create a spirited canvas
and composition not casily forgotien.

Jonas =ays “As an artist, it's impor-
tnt for me to give the viewer the
oppomuniy 1@ become one with sensi-
tiviry, This art will revenl a tneh tha
conveys an existence that is unique
within  our  very
sl Inomy padot-
img  and mixed
median rechmiaues 1
open the door w
tme amd space,
allowing  me 1o
absiract from  the
primitive and con-
temporary  states,

O behalf of the Amanican Peopie, Presidant Goraid
A Ford acceniad Jonas' “Wa the Feaple™ af the
White House in Washinglon, DG fn 1975 This
Dol considarsd aor Mation's Bicantanmial por-
fraft, is mow @ permanant part of the Smithsonisn
fnstiure’s collaction
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as well as from moments of my person-
al life.”

When asked what he likes mvost
about Southlake's At in the Square
Jonas  replied *The open  space,
Southlake's wwn square is o beautiful,
excellent location for this am show®
Jonas is celebrating his 507 year of our
door exhibitions and admits that he
enjoys interacting with the multiude of
an lovers he encounters across the
mation. He says, “In Southlake, the
crowd 15 very receplive o the energy
coming feom my work and one an
dealership in  particular was  very
impressed. Last year, ARTIZEN Fine
Ans approached me and we struck up
a great friendship. Since then they
have been representing me in their
gallery as well as publishing my work
as large digial :r:j}:iqu:.::p on canvas, I
have never met a more honest and sin-
cere ant dealership. I'm looking for-
ward to my first one man show, in the
Metroplex, Opening night is May 117,
from Spm o 9pm. Located at their
gallery, 1215 Dragon Swreet in Dallas.”
(For more informalion visii wores o
zenfinearnts.com)

Jonas is @ true personality so make
your way o his booth and o all the
other fine antists on display ar this year's
At extravaganea, See you lh::n:‘.é
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